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T © THE 


' SOCIETIES 


FOR I 
Reformation of MANNERS 4 


In the Cities of 


London & Weſtminſter. 


Have yielded to Jour "Requeſt for the 
Publiſhing of this Sermon, though [ 
fun tn yt & to undergo fone tut 
| favenreble Conſeres for it. The Pro- 
phane and Profeſſed Enemies of thet:Canſe 
it pleads, will undoubtedly, if it come int 
their way, he very liberal of f their fall Seoffs, 
and foul ma g ale Brut ſuch Dirt is.n0t 
worthy of <xey other tegard, but ta- he de- 
 ſpiſed and ed or. [am ouly- con- 
na Yo Cer ſox devreres, 
4 2 | _.. 
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The Dedication. 


who perhaps, through ſome falſe Repreſen- 
tations of 10n and your Proceedings, may 
condemn that encouragement 1 have given 
to your Zeal and Ondertakings. 1 ſhall” 
therefore take this opportunity to acquaint 
them, that, after very curious inquiries into 
theſe ' matters, and 4 deliberate conſulting 
with ary own Conſcience, 1 thought it high- 
ty. became me to ſpeak, what T have Fre 

ubliſhed. They that were_ Inveſted with 
the Legiſlative Power, did judg it very 
neceſſary to make divers Laws, for the ex- 
poſeng ſome Common and Scandalous Sin- 
mers, #0 ſhame and puniſhment. And our 
late Gracious Queen, of Bleſſed Memory, 
was pleaſed to give ber particular Injunition, 
"to thoſe mboſe" proper Buſineſs it wat , 
to put theſe Laws in execution. Bleſſed be 
God, we have ſome Magiſtrates, who 
- are very ready to diſcharge their Duty in 
#his matter. But they cannot exerciſe that 
\Power,zs given them by God and the King, 
_ of. naking the Sword in their Hands an ' 

_effeFnal Terror to evil doers , without 
evidence and conviion. - And for the pro- 
- enring of theſe, it lies upon Private Perſons 
.to io them. If therefore any Gogd be wo | 


[The Dedication. 
be done, by the execution of Laws, they 
are in a great Meaſwre pure Fry for A 
it be not effeted. Ae 
There is need of a great deal of Leal for 
God and Religion, to give Men the courage 
to ingage heartily in a work, which muſt- 
Expoſe them to ſuch great Expences, ſuch 
ſevere Cenſures, ſuch bitter Revilings,. and 
ſuch mighty Oppoſition, 8s they, who; have: 
been employed in proſecuting this affair, 
have had abundant Experience of. Where- 
fore, having undertaken to preach upon this 
Occaſion, I endeavonred to ſpeak ſomething 
in Vindication, _ for the further incow. 
ragement of your Zeal in ſo good a Thing. - 
But mand ape wel, ns Zeal, iz the beſt 
Matters, may eaſily tranſport men beyond © 
| what 3s fit, and really ſerviceable to the ' 
End it would promote, I thought it my Duty 
to give you ſome Cantions and Dire@ions 
for the Management of it. And I hope 
this part of my diſcourſe was not the leaſt. 
acceptable to you. Thas far alſo, 1believe, 
I may promiſe for you, that, if any Good - 
Mer will be ſo kind, as to add their Advice 
for the due and rffetiuel ordering of your- 
endeavours, for _— reforming or reſtrain- 
3 | my 


The Dedication, 
70g. .the abominable Vices of the Age, you 


E . mill thankfully accept and readily follow it. 
|= And, 1 conceive, it will not become any Me, 


' raſhly' th condemn your Proceedings in ſo 


good a deſign, till they are well aſſured, that 
your Methods are faulty, and their better 
Connſels are rejefed. 
1t is certai 

fo. be Zealou -— ary n, and _ 
pre. ſo far your Leal: muſt be good too. 
{0 _ care ſhould / this i may be 
as good in all other (Circumſtances, as it is 
in reſpe# of its End and Objef#: That it 
be not Biaſſed by any partial reſpes, or led 


ont of its way by any raſh or indiſcreet Conn- 


ſels ;, that it be always attended with a holy 
and irreproveable Converſation, and adorn- 


2d with the greateſt Modeſty and Huni- * 


lity... This \would be the moſt Effettaal 
courſe, to put to Silence the Ignorance 
of Fooliſh, and the Malice of: Wicked 

Men $z : and to. ingage the Aﬀettion 
and- Aſſiſtance of all Good Men. And I 
hope, theſe” are not ſo Inconſiderable a 
party, as to be cafely overcome in their nni- 
_ ted endeavours nd; and Religon, whilſt 

they: have the Laws 


of the Land, both to 
de- 


a- good thing you profeſs 


Aﬀociation. 1 a glad to undetſtand 


dom, ſo jo "_ the Oths they have 


The Dedication. | 
#d thewſetoes, and to oppoſe their Ene- 
or with. ay Frown, or have Word, 
are generally the wort things we have to 


Fear. Where then + dar love to God or 


our Country, if we have not Conrage though, 
in aCauſe wherein they are ſo much concern- 
ed.to bear up againſt ſuch weak, cortetptible 
Aſaults? 'Oh ! that -we nright but ſee all 
ſorts of gooel Men, Magiſtrates, Miniſters 
aud others, all conſpiring together to make 
one Bold and vigorous Effort, for the ſup- 
preſſmes thoſe publick and ſtanila/our Vicer, 
whith cry ſo loud to Heaven againſt ws. 
We could heve little cauſe to Deſpair of the 
Good Succeſs of ſuch a truly Relig 


there 3s ſuch a hopeful proſpe@® of it , from 
that fd addition of mew Bodies Foy 
ſtables and Bouſtheepers and others, who, 


within a few Months paſt, have whited t6- 


gether for the diſcharge of their Oaths and 
Conſcienres in this particular 5 and from 
the great Incouragement they have from the 
Government of this City. And I hope "it will 
pleaſe God, td diſpoſe the heatts af okt 
Magiſtrates, in other parts of this King- 


4 takew, 


The 42G 


ivate Confirm, 
from that execution 0 

rhe, wherein the glory of God and | 

pwblick Good are ſo ==" concerned. We 


.. know the Terrour of the Lord, «»d 


therefore cannot but ſpeck, and with the 
eff Zeal and Compedſſion, endeavour 


to perſuade Men, to « faithful perform- 


ence of thoſe Duties, -which are of a 


mighty Importance to ws all, both with re- 


ſpe to our preſent and everlaſting Hlep- 


pineſs. 
Tow have the Honour to lead inthis Noble 


Deſign, and if you reſolutely and wiſely 
Proceed in your endeavours for the accom- 
pliſhing as it, you may Reaſonably hope ta 


our Leal and Succeſs, ta | 


provoke 
Jon their ef ga? Hearts, and Hands 
with you. However you may be Jure, that 
God will not forget your Works of Faith, 
and labours of Love, and patience of 
Hope 5 but render unto you according ta 
#he Zeal, and Integrity,. and ConSfancy of 
Jour endeavours for him. Caſt not avay 
ere» 


"— 


| 
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The Dedication. 


therefore your confidence, which hath 
ſo great a recompence of reward. 
Deal courageouſly, and the Lord will - 
be with the Good ; If not es your 
Attempts ſucceſsful, yet certainly to-: 

and __ _—_— them, and to Bond 
Reward you for them. That you may happily 


| experience the preſence of God with, you, - 


for all theſe good ends and purpoſes, is the 
hearty Prayer of, 


| Tour affettionate Friend and Servaxt 
LILLY BUTLER, 


TO 


| Fhe Degijcation. 
takpn,and the account they muſt give ta Gad, 
of the exerciſe of that Power and Anthority 
they are inveſted: with ; that they may not 
dare to ſuffer any private Conſiderations, 
to bold their hands from that execution 0 
Laws, wherein the glory of God and th, 
pwublick Good are ſo much concerned. We 


. . know the Terrour of the Lord, «»d 


therefore cannot but ſpeak, and with the 
greatei# Zeal and Compaſſion, endeavour 
to perſuade Men, io 4 faithful perform- 
ence of thoſe Duties, - which are of (uch 
mighty Importance to ws all, both with re- 
/1 an our preſent and everlaſting Hep- 
Fo : | 
—_ have the Honour to lead inthis Noble | 
Deſcgn, and if you reſolutely and wiſely | 
Proceed in your endeavours for the accom- 
pliſping of it, you may Reaſonably hope ta | 
provoke others by your Zeal and Succeſs, ta | 
joyn their Heads, and Hearts, and Hands | 
with you. However you may be ſure, that | 
God will not forget your Works of Faith, © 
and labours of Love, and patience of | 
Hope 5 but render unto you according ta | 
#he Zeal, and Integrity,. and Conifancy of 
Jour endeavours for him. Caſt not vey 
QNETE> 
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therefore your confidence, which hath 
ſo great a recompence of reward. 
Deal courageouſly, and the Lord will . 
be with the Good 3; If not to render your 


\ Attempts ſucceſsful, yet certainly to-ſupport 
| and comfort you in them, and to Bleſs and 


Reward you for them. That you may happily 


experience the preſence of God with you, 
for all theſe good ends and purpoſes, is the 
hearty Prayer of, 


Your « ffettionate Friend and Servazt 
LILLY BUTLER, 


TO 


{ the Ape, and particularly, by* helping. 


at. wolf 


Gal. iv. 18, 


Iris good to be cealouſly affe8- 
6d always in a good thing, 


HE deſign of our affetnbling 
together at this time, and 'in_ 


this manner, is to vindicare 
and encourage the moſt ce4> 
lows endeavours to reform the Vices*bf 


forward the execution of our g 


{ upon evi/ Men, upon notorious pod 


dalons Tranſpreſfors. I ſhall theri 


| conſider, how much fuch PraQtices' 28 


theſe are Warranted and Recommended 
| to us, - by ou general HI NT St. Pasl. 
| gives of t e proper Ob) of our Zeal 
2nd the Excellency of it whert it hathteſ- 
peQ to ſuch ObjeQs, in the words of 


| 


| the Tex, 77 ir good to be zealouſl effetted 
| _—_ in « good thing. 


| That 


i 


"i. ; > ; 
A 0 = RB w9 2 3 


dads tt... Has 
I, TIN” TITRE...” 


(2) 

That.I may make this Diſcourſe heed 
2s Serviceable as I can to the End for 
which. it-is intended, 1 ſhall do theſe 


a {i That pemamagnt ; 


_ 
our ſeveral places, to reform the 
corrupt Manners of the Ape we live in, 
isa good work, and thereforeproper mat- 
bs ag Thall he That to hel 
5, I ſhall ſhew, t to he 
* forward. the execution of Penal 4g 
upon notorious and ſcandalous Sinners, 
a. g00d work, Xe ——_ proper: 


a ST. 5% be 
+ eral, . I ſhall ſhew, What it is to be 
Zealo! " ofelted. i» theſe or any £994 * 


Foerthyy. Iſball ſhew, What are to be| 
qualifications of our Ze«/ in theſe 
ings, or what cautions are to be given 
them that are thus zea/ouſly affetted. 
: Fafebl - Lſbsllanſwer ſome Obj 9ns| 
ge this zealonſly a efed 478 þ 


—_ 


Og KIs Feruamome>r 


_ Lafth ſhall hed to. ſome orothns 
| a DCA for. the «feZing our 
hearts with Real i in theſe' good things. * 
Firſft.] 


| 


| 


4 


/ 


F 


Firfe. lam to hew, That endeavour- 
ing in our ſeveral places, to reform*he 
corrupt Manners of the Age 'we live" in, 
 15agood work, and therefore proper mat- 
ter yo be \ zealous in. It is endeavouring 
to: do thoſe things, which beſt become, 
and moſt behove us to do; by which the 
moſt excellent urpoſes are ſerved, and 
the higheſt obligations anſwered ;" and 
therefore it muſt be one of the beſt works 
we can be ingaged in.” 


-- Firſt; It is endeavouring ' to avidin 
the honour of God, which indeed 


ought 
to be the end of all our endeavours.” Ir 
is the end for which we have our | 
for: which all our Time, + and-all Nl 
;Powers,' and Faculties were given" us. 

- And what can be done more for the Ho- 


- nourot God, than reforming the lives of 


Men ? When Men are reformed, then 
they proclaim, not only with their' Lips 
but in their Lives, their ackno! wiedg- 
-meant of his Sovereign:Majeſty'4 
'thoriry, of hismoftexcellent Qin 
of the Goodnels and Equity of his\Laws, 
of the Wiſdom and Juſtice of his Diſpett- 
OA: Thea they reverence _ 
"MM 


(4) | 
and fear his Power, and love his Good-! 
neſs, and truſt in his Promiſes, and give! 
him that veneration and worſhip is due| 
to him : Then they ſbew forth bis Virtaes,| 
and manifeſt the Power of his Grace; 
and, by the continual exerciſe of Love! ' 
and Charity, do cauſe abwnadant Thankſ- 
 givings wato God, This is Honouring of | 
Gad indeed, of God our Maker and Pre- | 
ſerver,our greateſt Friend and BenefaCtor, | 
of our infinitely great and good God. ! 
'What better imployment then can we! 
have, more our Duty or more our Inter- | 
eſt, than endeavouring to increaſe the 
Number of thoſe by whom he is thus | 
Glorified? How can we Love Goda, in! . 
aoy fenſe, . with all our Heart, and with ah, 
our Alizd, and with all our Strength, if we| 
do not proſecute ſuch Deſigns, with the} 
utmoſt warmth and vigour of all our Fa- | 
.culties ? | | 
Secondly. This is endeavouring to ad- 

vancethe Honour and Intereſt of Chrifti- | 
anity. And ſurely this is always good, | - 
but was never more neceflary than Now. | 
What can adorn the DoFrir of our God and | 

Saviour, like the Holy Lives of its Pro-, 
teſlors ? | 


I _- 


ii 
feſlors ? How would the Truth and Ex- 


\ cellence, the Power and Efficacy of our 


Religion be Demonſtrated, whea it ſub- 
dued the unruly Paſſions, mortified the 


| ftrongeſt Luſts, conquered the moſt ur- 
 , gent Temptations, extirpated the moſt in- 
\ veterate Habits of Sin, and adorned us 


with all the Beauties of a Chriſtiaa con- 
verfation ? Who could forbear to love, 
and admire, and acknowledge the Divi- 


| nity of that Revelation, which brought 
*| forth ſuch excellent Fruit 3 ſo worthy of 
| God, ſo good and Profitable unto Men? 


Not all the Arguments of Atheiſts and I- 
fdels, have done that Miſchief to Chriſts- 
anity, as the lewd and didolute Lives of 


-1ts 'Profeſſors. And we can never hope 


to ſee it recover the Reputation it hath 
loſt, and overcome the powerful Oppoſi- 


| tion is now made againſt it, till we have 
| better Lives to plead for it. What then 
| can moredeſerve our Zza/, thanthe pro- 


moting that Reformation, which is ſa 


'. neceſſary and ſo prevailing a Means, to 


vindicate the Truth and Honour of that - 


| Religion, our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
| came down from Heaven to Reveal, and 


died 


(6) 


died upon the Croſs to bear Witneſs to ? 


Thirdly. This is endeavouring, 1n the 
beſt, and moſt effetual manner we can, 
to promote the Publick good of our 
Country. It is from our ſcandalous 


Vices, that moſt of our publick Calami- 


ties Spring, in a Natural way, and by 


theſe that the Wrath of Godis provoked. | 


And how can we do better Service to 
our Country, than by concurring to 
ſRop that raging Peſtilence of Sin, which 
15 ready to overſpread the Land ; and to 
carry [nfe&tion, and Death, and Miſery 
into every corner of itz to ſet our ſelves 
in the gap, to keep out that inundation 


of Wrath which is breaking in upon us; | 
to help to reſtore that Ryghreouſneſs : 
which Exalts « Nation, which 1s the 


Honour and Safety of a People ;* which 
endears them to God, unites them a- 
mongſt themſelves, baniſhes thoſe Vices 
to which publick miſchiefs and grievan- 


ces are owing, and makes every Man a | 
Hearty Friend to his Neighbour and the 


common good? What imployment then 
can better deſerve our Zeal, than endea- 


vouring that Reformation of the lives of 
949 Men, 
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 , expence of Treaſure and Blood? | 


| 


"4... 0 
Men, which would more conduce to 
make us a flouriſhing and happy People, 
than all other our wiſeſt Counſels, our 
ſtrongeſt Armies, and our molt liberal 


Fourthly. It is endeavouring. to pro- 
mote the particular good of our _Bre- 


_ thren, in every valuable reſpe&. It. is 


| 


| 


endeavouring to propagate that Godls- 
eſs, which is profitable unto all things, 
having the- Promiſe of the Life that now ts, 
and of that which is to come. It is endea- 
vouring to reclaim Men from thoſe (in- 
fal Luſts and praftices, which impair 
their Health, and waſt their Eſtates, and 


*blemiſh their Reputation, and wound 


their Conſciences, and War againſt their 
Souls, and fink them dowa 1ato ever- 


| laſting Perdition. It is endeavouring to 


reſtore Men to the favour and likeneſs of 
God; to bring them into the Peaceable 
and: Pleaſant Paths of Righteouſneſs ; to 


\.reſcue them from the Bondage of Corrup- 
| tion into the glorious liberty of the Sons of 


God to ſecure to them a comfortable 
Life, a hopeful Death, and a bleſſed Im- 


mortality: Certainly ſuch Generous, ' 


B ſuch 


—_ 
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(8) 
ſuch Charitable, ſuch Beneficial endea- *' 
vours, cannot but be exceeding good | 
and worthy of our utmoſt Zzal and Vi- : 
gour. | Thus much may ſuffice to ſhew, | 
the Goodneſs of our Endeavours in gene- | 
ral, for reforming the evil Lives of Men. ! 
I proceed now, 

Seconaly. To ſhew, That to help for- | 
ward the execution of Penal Laws, up- | 
on notorious and ſcandalous Sinners, is a | 
good Work, and therefore. alſo proper ! 
matter to be zea/ous in. This will be 
manifeſt if we conſider, 

Firſt. How much the execution of 
Penal Laws, would conduce to that Re- 
formation of Manners, which, I have! . 
already ſhewed, ſo eminently promotes |} 
the Honour of God; the Intereſt of 
Chriſtianity, the Welfare of our Coun- | 
try, and the preſent and eternal Good ! 
and Happineſs of Men. It muſt needs} 
be a great Diſcouragemeat to Vice, to 
ſee it continually expoſing Men to} 
Shame and Puniſhment; to fee Men of +. 
Honour and Authority imployed againſt 
it. Piety and Virtue muſt needs gather} | 
Strength and Boldneſs, when the Sword! 

of 


Bs 


— . 


(9) 
of Juſtice defends them, and chaſtiſeth 
the. Enemies of them : When Wicked- 
neſs 1s: forced to hide its Head, : and to: 
creep into Corners, for Fear of it. The 
Habits of Sin will loſe their ſtrength; 
when they are reſtrained from'exerciſez 
and it cannot ſpread its: InfeQion: ſo- 
wide, when the Examples of it are not- 
ſuffered to be Common, Publick, 'or Se- 
cure ; when it 1s forced out of current: 
uſe and Faſhion :: When: Men cannot 
combine , in ſuch Numbers, for the 
practice and Countenance- of it, to aid: 
and hearten one another 1n it. 'The fins 
of: the Nation then would certainly be 
leſs in Nutnber, | leſs Scandalous;.and 
leſs Provoking.; If theexecution of Laws 
could effeA no more than this, yet God' 
would be nothing {o-much - diſhonoured; 
nor our Religion difgraced, :nor the Nas 
tion 1n Danger of publick Judgments, 
and therefore! it cannot but be:a Good: 


_ thing, and» great enough to- deſerve our' 
* moſt-warm and vigorous Endeavours. 


Secondly, Such an 'execution+ of Judg- 
ment- and :Juſtice, . though ic ſhould a- 
vail but little towards the Reforming of 
| B 2 Men, 


(10) 
Men, yet it might, forits own ſake, pro- + | 
cure many Bletftings from God to a Peo- 
ple. The AQtions of publick Perſons, in | 
their publick Stations, have the greateſt - | 
Influence upon the publick good. Theſe *' 
are the AQtions of the Society, and 
therefore will the ſooneſt procure com- 
mon Judgments or Bleſſings. For Go- 
vernment,and Magiſtracy,and the execu- 
tion of Juſtice, belong to a Society as | 
ſuch; and therefore, according as theſe 
are adminiſtred, it is reaſonable to ex- 
pe& God ſhould diſpenſe his publick Fa- 
vours. - It was for want of E/:'s execut- 
ing Judgment upon his lewd Sons, that | 


the I/rae/ites were delivered into the. |, 


Hands of the Ph:/;ftines, and the Ark of | 
God taken from them. Till Judgment | 
was executed upon Achaz for the Accurſed 
thing, the Iſraelites (till fled before their 
Enemies. It was by executing Judement | 
upon two ſcandalous Offenders, that 
Phinehas ſtayed the fury of a devouring, + 
Plague, and re#ored health to the Congre- 
gation of Iſrael. Such another might af- 
terwards have ſaved them from Captivi- 
ty ; ef they could have found « Mas in 

| Jeruſalem 
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Jeruſalem that executed Judgment, God 
would have Pardozed it, Jer. 5.1. But 
Magiſtrates cannot ordinarily do this a- 
lone,.. if there be none to teſtify againſt 
the Tranſgreſſors. It is good therefore 
for us all, in our ſeveral places, to en- 


deavour the promoting ſo good a Work. 


As Magiſtrates ſhould be forward to ex-. 
ecute Judgment, ſo ſhould others be rea- 
dy to diſcover and accule notorious Of- 
fenders, without which there would be 


no opportunity for it: Theſe are good 


things then, I have been hitherto plead- 
ing for, and therefore ſuch as we ought 


to be zealouſly affeited in, I proceed now, 


Thirdly. To ſhew, Whartit is #0 be zea- 
louſly affeFed in a good matter, and conſe- 
quently what is our Duty, with reſpe&t 
to thoſe exceeding- good matters, which 
are under our preſent conſideration. 
Zeal is the warmth and fervency ofthe 
Soul and Spirit, that which aQtuates all 
our Powers and Faculties, and inſpires 
them with a new life and vigour, in the 
purſuit of that we are zealous for. More 
particularly. 

Firſt, He that is zealouſly affeFed 1n 
= any 


(42) 
any matter, will be very.carneft in his 
deſires of ſucceeding init. He will with 
and long for more Power, and greater 
Opportunities, -and ſtronger Aids, for 
the accompliſhing of it. His Thoughts 


will be mighty intent upon it ; and con- - 


tinmally buſicd, in ſeeking out proper 
and efteQual ways of proſpering in his 
Endeavours for it. He will follow it 
with as vehement Defires, as covetous 
and ambitious Men do Riches and Ho- 


nour. Where then is our Zeal for Re- | 


formation, that moſt excellent good 
'Thing, if we ſeldom think how we may 


be ferviceabſe to the promoting of it 3 If 
we are not grieved thar we candono | ' 


more towards it ; If we careleſly negle& 


any proper means or opportunities of 


being aiding and- affiſting toit ; If we 
willingly ſhift it oft to others, , and are 
gladto beexculſed from having any hand 
in it our ſelves? It is very fad to think 
of it, but this, I fear, is almoſt the com- 
mon Caſe of Chriftians, of thoſe I mean 
that call themſelves ſo: For what can 
they have of Chriſtianity, beſides the Pro- 
feffion of it, who are thus coldly «fected 
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(13) 
to that, wherein the Hanour of Chri# 
and his Goſpel, and the Happineſs of 
thoſe, for whom he was born and died, 
are ſo very much concerned ? 

Seconaly. He that is zealonſly affeFedto 
any good End, will be exceeding aQtive 
and induſtrious in the proſecution of it. 
His Endeavours will be proportionable 
to his Deſires, great and ſtrong as they. 
Such was the Zeal of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who wert about doing good; and that of 
St. Pazl, which engaged him #» Watrch- 
ings often, and in Labours more abundant. 
And if we are zealouſly affeled towards 
the reforming the lives of Men, we ſhall 


' *not be ſothful in this Baſineſs, but fer- 


went in Spirit, ſerving the Lord with all 
our Might in it. We ſhall never think 
we can take too much pains, or Erncge 
any foil or labour for the accomplithing 
of it. When an Opportunity appears to 
us, we ſhall greedily embrace it, and 
improve it with our utmoſt Vigour. 
Where ghen is our Ze! i# this matter ? 
What little Difficulties diſcourage us? 
How little Time or Pains do we 1mploy 
init ? How mach ſhort do the moſt in- 

B4 duſtriou 


X ( I; ), s 
duſtrious of us come, , of the reſtleſs tra-, | 
vail, and unwearied . diligence, with 

- which we ſee Men every day labouring, 
for the uncertain Riches, the fading Ho- 
nour, and the vain and forbidden Plea- 
{ures of this world >? _ 

. Thirdly. He that is zealouſly affeFed 
in any good thing, will be very courage- 
OUS 1n the purſuit of it. If we were 1n- 
deed zealouſly effeFed to this good work of 
reforming the Lives of Men, we ſhould 
not eafily be frighted from doing our part 
in it, by the Enemics and Oppoſition we 
are like to encounter with. - We fhould 
not care, what-a fooliſh World may call 
us,. or how a malicious World may uſe 
us. - We ſhould zot be afraid of their Ter- 
roars, or diſcouraged by their Cenſures, 
or put out of countenance by their Re- 
proaches, but boldly and reſolutely pro- 
ceed in that Good Cauſe we are ingaged - 
in. . Theſe would be but as dry Hay and 
Stubble,, unable to ſtop the progreſs of 
a flaming Z#e/ for God and Religion ; we 
ſhould ſcorn to deſert ſo pious, and no- 
ble, and profitable a Work, for fear of 
thoſe filly, and lewd, and ungadly 
2 oy Wretches 


1 


(15) 

Wretches that oppoſe it: We ſhould 9 
out in the name of the Lord againſt them, 
and in that have ſtrong confidence. Though 
we knew that we muſt wre#le, both with 
Fleſh and Blood, and with ſpiritual wicked- 
meſſes in high. Places, yet. for all this we 
ſhould not decline the Combare, but : be 
ſtrong in the Lord and. in. the power ' of 
his Might. We ſhould be ready to 
. anſwer with St. Pau/, if we, were told 
as he was, that bonds avd afflidions did 4- 
bide us, that none of theſe things move ws, 
neither count we our lives dear unto us, (0 
that Chriſt may be magnified in our Bodies, 
Ads 20. 23, 24. Phil. 1. 20., The.op 

ſition we meet with would rather beahs 
ten our Courage, and ſtrengthen our Re- 
ſolutions, and animate: our Endeavours, 
and increaſe our Labours, in ſo pious 
and charitable a Work. 

Fourthly. He that is zealouſly affeFed in 
©g00d thing, will be liberal in his Expen- 
, ces for the promoting of it. Thos we 
find the Zeal of the Primitive Chriſtians 
prevailed with them, even to /ell their 
poſſeſſions, and to lay the price at the Apoſtles 
feet, when the great Neceſlities of the 

Church 


(16) 
Chnrchrequired it of them, A&s 4. 34, 
235. Thusalſo the Zee! of the Churches 
of Macedonia, made the riches of their 
hiber ality #0 abound, in their deep poverty ;, | 
' 'They were ready, as St. Paul tells us, to | 
their power,. yes and beyond, their power, | 
they mere willing of themſelves, praying us | 
with much intreaty, that we would ve- | 
cerve the Gift, 2Cor. 8. 3, 4. .They | 
offered more unasked, than they could '| 
well ſpare, andearneſtly beſought them 
£o accept their Contributions. Thus libe- 
ral ſhould we be in advancing thoſe good 
works we are pleading.for, if we.were 
as zealouſly affetfed as they were. We 


ſhould be glad to diftribute, and willing to | * 


communicate of our earthly Goeds, in ſo 
heavenly a Cauſe, ſo acceptable to God, 
ſo ſerviceable to his Honour and to the | 
Intereſt of his Church and Kingdom. | 
But becauſe as the Apo/le intimates, jn 
the Verſe before the Text, we may be 
zealouſly affefted , but not well. I proceed, 
Fourthly. To ſhew, whar are to be the | 
Qualifications of our Zea/1n theſe things ; 
or what Cautions are 'to be given to 
them, whoare thus ze4/onfly affeFed. 


Firſt. 
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Firſ#. Our Zeal muſt be impartial 
with reſpe& to Perſons and Parties. Ic 
is a general Reformation of all ſorts of 
Men we -pretend ito be zealow for; and 


therefore it muſt not have only a parti- 


| cular Regard to ſome -particular Men. 


The Lawsare made for the reſtraint, and 
correCtion of all Mens enormous Vaces, 
and therefore our Endeavours, .in pro- 
moting the execution of them, ſhonld-al- 
{o have equal Reſped to all, God and 
Religion are diſhonoured, and the Publick 
good is prejudiced and indangered, by all 
forts of wicked Men, and all Mens Souls 
areequally hazarded by theirſtandalous 


+ Offences. -And therefore it cannot be a ]. 


truly religious Zeal, which is guided by 
any privateor partial Reſpedqs. It may 
be a Zeal of Spight and Malice, of ſome 
carnal or worldly Aﬀeqion 3 bur it can- 
not be a Zeal of Love to God and our 
Neighbour. If it were a Zeal of Love 


\. to God, it would uſe the ſame Endea- 


vours, where the Honour of God 1s e- 
qually concerned ; if it were a Zeal of 
Love to our Neighbour, it would not: 
be leaft active, where we love moſt. If 
we 


(18) 
we uſe thoſe we call the Means of Re- 
formation, and promote the execution 
of Laws, chiefly upon thoſe, to whoſe 
Perſons, or Intereſts, or religious Com- 


munion. we are diſaffe&ed; our pretend- ! 
ed Zeal, for a general Reformation of} 


Mens Lives, is certainly counterfeit and 
hypocritical. It cannot be thought, we 
ſhould be moſt concerned for their good, 


for whom we have the leaſt Aﬀetion, | 


And therefore the Zeal of ſuch Endea- 
vours, will ſhew a'great concern to ſee 
Men puniſhed rather'than reformed. It 
will not be puniſhing Mens Perſons, that 
we may reform their Vices 3 but paniſh- 


1ng their Vices, that we may hurt their ; . 


Perſons. 

Secondly. Our Zeal muſt be wiſe and 
prudent, and all its Endeavours guided 
with Deliberation and Diſcretion. Zeal 
ia ſharp Inſtrument, and therefore not 
to be managed with a careleſs or unskil- 
ful Hand. If we uſeit raſhly, and with- 
out good Advice, we may ſtab our own 


Deſigns, and ruin that Cauſe we would | 


defend by it. We ſhould z-t therefore 
tean too much #0 owr own Unaerſtandings, 
in 
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(19) 
in the methods of proſecuting thoſe good 
Deſigns we are zealovs in : but be con- 
tinually askizg Counſel of God, and of 
grave, and wiſe, and expericnced Men. 


! We ſbould conſider Seaſons and Circum- 


| ' ſtances, and, with great Deliberation 
and Judgment, make choice” of thoſe 
that aremoſt proper, to ſet forward the 
| good Work we have in hand. In pro- 


| ſecuting the noble defign of Reformation, 


wherein you-are like.to: meet with ſo 
many Difficulties, and ſuch mighty Op- 
polition, it will behove. you, as wiſe 


\ Men are wont to do 1n like caſes, to 


ſtrengthen your Hands all. you can, to 
. Unite your Forces, and. tocombine toge- 
' ther into Societies; that you may mutual- 
ly adviſe, and countenance, and:;ſup- 
port, and encourage, and vindicate, and 
detend oneanother,in your i for 
the Accompliſhing of it. 

Thiraly. Your Zeal. muſt. be orderly. 
It myſt not tranſport you beyond the 
- Bounds of your Places and Calliogs. 
Private perſons muſt not uſurp the Office 


| of the Prieſt or Magiſtrate; but move ex- 


attly in their own Sphere, towards that 
good 


(20) 

youu End'they have before them. God 
th ſet:1 in the Church as Members in the 
Boay, and' all- Members have not the ſame 
Offce;. If ther Feet will invade the Office 
of the: Head; what can follow but over- 


turning” and: confaſion'? The Law zs good | 


if 'we uſe it lawfully : But if we: deſert our 
Stationz or take any illegal. courſes 
to! procure the execution of it, we make 


ourſelves Tranſgreflors, whilſt we pre- | 


tend'tobe Reformers. Wecannot expe& 
the. Countenance of ſober: Men,. or the 
Protection and: Bleſſing' of God. You 


know how-ſeverely. God dealt with Uz- | 


2h, tor his irregalar Zeal, 1n attempt- 
ing/to preſerve the Ark-of God from fal- 


ling. 
\ Fourthly.. Your Zealin theſe good mat- 


ters, maſt be, attended with a-proporti- | 


onable! regard to all other parts of your 
Duty, and of the ſame: Piece: with the 
reſt of your Lives; otherwiſe itwill very 
- 11} become you, and ſerve the End it 1s 
:a/perſait of, You muſt be holy, and 
harmleſs, and without rebuke your (elves, 
whilſt you are zealouſly: endeavouringto 


reform the Vices of. crooked and perverſe 
Nation. 


balk. 


I EM Barts Mr SENT: WRRTERS EW 


m2 


A__—_— Ls "Wh... _ ” 


——. 


WW. w vw Pp 3 > _ 09 


w. 


» Y9*T we 


WB 8 0 Q Q RB. 


w > er » 0 6 


| 
| 
| 
; 
| 


; 


, 


(21) 
Nation. You may reaſonably expe& ghat 
reply, Phyſician heal thy ſelf, when you 
are applying Remedies to other Mens 
Diſeaſes, and are infected with thoſe 


| that are as mortal your ſelves. You 


muſt carefully avoid givizg any juſt oc 
caſion to any man 70 ſpeak evil of you, for 
many will ſeek Occaſions, and improve 
them all they can, to diſgrace both-you 
and the good Delign you are zealouſly 
afjetted in. But if whilſt you make Men 
teel the Warmth of your Zee/,: they: alſa 
ſee the Light of it ſbine before them, in-all 
the exerciſes of a ſober, righteous, and god- 
ly life ; this will be ſuch. a manifeſt 
Proof of the Sincerity of its intentions, 
to ſerve God and to do good, as zone of 
its advesſaries will be able to gainſay or re- 
f/f. Then Men will be aſhamed to re- 
proach it, or to impute-the Endeavours 
of it, to any corrupt AﬀteCtions, or to any 
worldly finiſter Ends. Then no good 


| man will be aſhamed. to appear for'you; 


to plead your. Cauſe, or to encourage 
your Endeavours. Then you may; rea- 
ſonably. hope, that God. will not throw 
you alide, as unworthy —— - 
uc 


( 22) 

- ſac noble Purpoſes; but be ready to 
affift, and' bleſs, and proſper 'your Un- 
dertakings for him. 

Fifthly. Your Zeal ſhould be cred 
with great Humility, with low thoughts | 
of your ſelves and 'your beſt perform- 
' ances, and a modeſt and humble Beha:- 
viour' towards all Men :-for Pride and 
Selfe-conceit will ſtain the Beauty, and 
hinder the Efficacy, of the moſt zealous 
Endeavours for God and Religion. Theſe 
are Vices, that are abominable both in the | 
fight of- Goa and Man, and corrupt every 
thing that hath relation to them. © And 
theſe are the Sins you will be moſt in 
danger of. For this is the common Stra- 
tagem; whereby the ' Devi/ overcomes 
ſuch, as have held-out againſt all his other 
Temprations. He endeavours to flatter 
them into a great Opinion of their own 
Virtue, and to make them proud- of 

ir Conqueſts over him ; and ſo ſecures 
cthem:ro himſelf, by magnifying the Ser- 
vice ithey' have done againſt him. Let 
this then be your particular care, to arm 
your ſelves againſt this Temptation, and 
to keep your Zeal always c/oathed with 

Humility, 
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(23) 
Hemility, which will be the greateſt Or- 
fament you can give it. ' Be as thankful 
as you canfor it, but never makeirt your 
Boaſt, that you ere not xs other Mex ave. 
| Confider then, who it is that m«kes you #0 
hat 
you are able to do unto God any good and 


( 24) | 


nolt our Zcelovs Endeavours to reform 
the Vices of the Age. ' . 
- Firſt: Some.are ready to objeCt, that 


this. is,not aproper Seaſon for ſuch At- | 
ws. .Wickedneſs is ſoimpudent and : 


daring, and {d much countenanced Þy 
thoks who «bs moſt able als ed 5 
uppreſs1t, that now toconteſt zealoully 
Fa it, is but labowring in vain, and 
34 


ending our Strength for nonght, and like- 
agen > < 4 and L,; xo the 
more, upon baffling our avours a» 
r Ri. There is deed but too much 
Truth 1a this CharaQter of the Age we 
. live Why out, however, it ought not to 
quench our Ze, 
aoger... For. 
 .. Firſt. We fand the holy Servants of 


culties. When 


> 


times, by the fame Di 


(ne &d a zcalous Preacher of Righteouſneſs. 
to Heaven, and they were moſt impu- 


Fighteous Lot did not ceaſe to rebuke and 


: | op- 


ifthly. To anſwer ſome ObjeQtions;a 


Gabe od 


« in [abouring to makeit | 


God were ng diſcouraged, in former | 
alt feb bd correpted themſelves Noah cow || 


ently bold in their commiſfion of them; | 


! , Lord God o 
+ did zealoy 


(25) 
oppoſe their Wickednefs. When the 4/- 
tars of God were throwing down, and the 
People were {laying his Prophers, even 
then was Efjjah exceeding Jealous for the 
oft s. Thie Holy Prophets 
y ſet themſelves to reform 
the Manners, of « finful Nation, « Peo- 
ple laden with iniquity, and inraged a- 
ainft all chat oj poſed their. growing 
ickedneſ$. . Jobz. the Baptift did ' not 


forbear his warningsand reproofs, .when 
he was beſet with a Geyeration of Vipers. 
And the Bleſſed Apoſties, with undaunted 
Courage, perſiſted to defend the Cauſe 


of Chr:tianity, when zt was every where 


| ©/poke® apainſi. Were not theſe Men of 


like Paſſions with our ſelves ?- Is- not re- 
forming the Lives of Men as good a 
Work as ever ? Have we not D. {t E 
God to afhft us, .the ſame Laws to'ok 

lige us, and the ſame Reward to encou- 
rage us, that they had ? What Excuſecan 


' wefind inthedifficulty of this Worknow, 


which they might not haye pleadedfor 
laying afide are with which aey 


— as the accompliſhing of it* 
C 2 Secondly, 


(26) 
» Secondly. The: worſe the. Age is, the 
more va. ſhould the Friends of Pietie 
and Virtue be tomake it better. When 


we ſee Religion almoſt ready to expire, | 


where is our Love toGod or that, if we 
do not haſten to its relief, and apply our 
"moſt earneſt Endeavours for the ſupport 
and recovery of it ? Whea that is loſt, 

then all our Hopes are loſt ; then there 
will zothing remain for us, "but 4 fearful 
looking for of Judgment and. fiery Indigna- 
tiow to devour us. And can any Difficul. 

ties excuſe our Sloth, when-the Danger 
15 ſo great and ſo apparent ? When Vir- 
tue is almoſt irrecoverably oppreſt, and 
cries with dying Groans for ſuccour, 
{ball we refuſe to fly to its Defence, for 
fear we ſhould indanger it by our Afſift- 

ance? What a brave and noble thing ra- 
ther would it be; to encounter Wicked- 


neſsin the beight of all irs Triumphs, to | 


£0 out in the Name of the Lord againſt it, 


when it prides its ſelf in its Gyant-like | - 


Bature, and hathall irs Weapons of War 
about it, and moſt inſdteatly defies rhe 
Armies of the living God ? How would 
ſuch La and Coane become the 


_— 


| 


Children 


(27) 
Chidren of the Lord of Hofts, their noble 
birth, and high calling, and glorious 
hopes and expeQations? _ 

Thirdly. Asbadasthe Apgeis, we have 
no reaſon utterly to deſpair of all Succeſs, 
in theſe our zea/ovs Attempts to amend 
it. . It is the Cauſe of: God, a Cauſe 
wherein his Honour is mightily concern- 
ed, a Cauſe he loves to ſe us ingaged 


in, a Cauſe in which he hath oftentimes 


wonderfully aſſiſted, a Cauſe he ſeems 
not to have caſt off all regard to at this 
time amongſt us. Wehave great reaſon 
to think ze 7s of God, that, amidſt fo 
many Diſcouragements, it hath come 
into the Hearts of ſome to unite their 


zealous Endeavours, to repreſs the Inſo- 


lence of inſulting Wickedneſs, and to 
reſcue Pietie and Religion from thar 
Contempt and Oppreflion it labours un- 
der. Who knows, but that /:zi/e Clond, 
which appears but as « Mans Hend, may, 


, by the Bleſſing of God, ſo improve and 


ſpread its ſelf, as to.be able ar length by 
its refreſhing Showers, torenew the life, 
and ſtrength, and beauty, of withering 


- Virtue. The- Powers of Darkneſs, atid 


C3 the 
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roſper in the Hands of thoſe, that | 


+ © % $ *® 


forming the. Nation, yet they may be 


ſuccesful for the Preſervation and Bene- | 
fit of it. God may ſhew Favour to the 
whole Body,, for, the ſake of thoſe few | 
Members of it, that are ingaged. fo | 
heartily in promoting his Honour and [n- | 
xereſt. He may do that for us for their | 
kes, which he did for Zoar for Lot's | 
ſake, and would have done for Sodom its | 
{elf, kad there been but Nine more ſuch | ' 


as he was, to.be found in it. — 
* Fifthly. Our zeatows Endeavours for | 
reforming others, though they may not | 


be | 
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be effefual for the Preventing publick 
Calamities, yet they may be a S tO 
preſerve us from them, or to'procure 


for us great — under therm. 
Thus were Noah, and Lot; and Jeremiah 


' preſerved, at leaſt from the extremity of 


thoſe publick Judgments, which by 
their zealous Attempts to reform the 
Lives of Men, they endeavoured, though 
unſaccesfully, to divert. But what ſhare 
ſoever God may thiak fit togive us in 
outward Calamities, we may be ſure of 
the ſupport and comfort of agood Cons» 
ſcience under them ; a Conſcience teſti. 
fying to us, that they are not the effe&t 
of any Sloth or Negle@ of ours; that we 
did our beſt to prevent them ; and that 
tho* we fall under them, yet we do nor 
tall under that Wrath of God which ac- 
companies them'; that all theſe things 
will work together for our good, who 
haveloved and ſerved God wuhio much 


: Leal. 


Secondly. Some perhaps may objett a- 
gainſt theſe zealous Attempts to reform 
she Wickedneſs of the Age, that they 
will. expoſe them to Scorn and Derifian, 

C 4 tg 


(30) 
to harſh Cenſures, and foul Reproaches. 
But had ever any great and good thing 
been done, if Men had always thought 
this, a ſufficient Excuſe for declining the 
attempting of it > Have not the beſt 
Men, . and the beſt things, been always 
ſubje&. to the Scoffs and Revilings of 
prophane and difſolute Men? Was there 
ever any. brave, heroical Attempt made, 
on the behalf of Religion, . that could eſ- 
cape. the ſpiteful Cenſures of a naughty 
World ? But can any unjuſt Reproaches 
alter the nature. of a good ation :; or 
make it leſs our.Duty, or-leſs becoming 
of us ? Is :not the approbation of our own 


minds, ' and the etteem and love of all }- 


wiſe and good Men, and of the infinite- 
ly wiſe and good. God, - a ſufficient En- 
couragement . againſt all the ſcurrilous- | 
Laog age . of unreaſonable and wicked 
Men? Willnota ftrong and mighty love 
to God make us to glory in the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and to rejoyce that we are counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame. for his Name?. A 
malicious Informer is indeed a Charatter 
to be abhorred ; but when Informing 
Ggaifies nothing, but Witneſlipg I 

| the 
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che great and ſcandalous Sinners of the 
Age we live in, for their and the publick 
good, and the Glory of God, then'it is'a 
generous and honourable thing, rhen it 
15 doing whatall the Prophers, and all the 
' Apoſtles, and our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, did 
before us. And if ye are reproached fos 
' fo doing, happy are ye, for the Spirit of Glo- 
ry axd of God reſteth on you ; and theſe 
light AfﬀiiFions, which are but for a'mo- 
ment, will work for you a far more exceeding 
; and eternal weight of Glory, Why then 
ſhould we fron, with all our Might; 
to. sfe# our Hearts with Zeal in theſe 
matters, - that with vehement Deſires, 
| « unwearied Induſtry, and- Invincible 
Courage, we may perſue the great and 
good Uefign, of reſtraining and reclaim- 
ing Sinners? I proceed therefore, 
Fifthly. To dire& to ſome proper 
Conſiderations,' for tle inflaming our 
Souls with Zeal in theſe good things. 
Firſt, Conſider, What mighty Obli- 
gations God hath laid upon you to do 
the utmoſt you can for him. Tt is i» 
him you live, and move,end have your being. 
It is. by his Providence that you are pre- 
FR ts * ſerved 
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ſerved; and by his Bounty that you are 
ſupplied, with all the good things you 
eajoy ; and by rhe Blood of his only be- 
tten Son, whom he freely gave for 
h weak, and fooliſh, and provoking 
Sinners, that o0U are redeemed from 
—_ eng Barony _ be cold 
and negugent, 1n to advance the 
Kingdom, and Honour, . and Intereſt, of 
ſo hearty a Friend, fo liberal a Benefa- 
Ror, ſo tender a Father, ſo good and 
gracious a God ? Can you think of all 
the Wonders of the Divine Love, with 
cold and unaffeRed Hearts 2 Do you not 
luſh to tkink, how little you have done 


or him, who hath done ſo much for . 


you? 

Secondly. You ſhould often ſet before 
you the Zz4l of our Blefſed Saviour in this 
matter. For this purpoſe he came down 
from nan. feet and toſwue that which 
was loſt, He took wpos him the form of a 
Servant, aud being found in faſhion 2s 4 
Man, he humbled boanfelf unto death, even 
the death of the Croſs, that he might redoces 
us from iniquity, and purify to himſelf « 
people, zealous of £904 works, that he 

- might 
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might def#roy the works of the Devil, and 
reſcue the ſouls of Men out of his hands; 
This was the buſineſs of his Life, and the 
delign of his Death. And can any thin, 


© better deſerve our Zes/, thanthat whic 


; he thought not unworthy of his Blood ? 
Can we be indifferently affeed to thar, 
which our dear Redeemer valued at ſo 
dear a rate ? Can we be better, or more 
honourably imployed, than in uaiti 
our Endeayours with the Son of God, 
and working together with him for the re- 
cqvery of a periſhing World ? Are we 
not concerned, that in any reſpeC& he 
ſhould live and die i» vain, who lived 
and died for our Salvation? Can we ſtand 
ſtill, and make no Attempts to "_ the 
growth of that, which renders his alfs- 
on of none effetF to Men, and deitroys the 
Souls for whom he (wet, and bled, and 
ated ? | | OS 
Thirdly. Conſider the Zeal and Jag 
gence of the Enemies of this good work 
of reclaiming ſinful Men. How zealous 
and induſtrious is the Prince Fo Darkneſs, 
in corrupting the Lives and deſtroying 
the Souls of Men 2 All his Cunning, 
FT "1 | 2s 
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and Strength, and AQtvity is imployed 
in this work. He is always laying his 
Snares, and perſuing his malicious Dewz- 
ces, running 10 and fro, and walking about, 
ſeeking whom he may devour. How zealous 
are his Agents and Miniſters, in carry- 
iog on the pernicious deſign of: their 
Maſter, to advance his Kingdom, to in- 
creaſe the number ofhis Captives, toen- | 
tice Men to ru# with them into the ſame 
exceſs. of Rzot, and to carry them down 
to Hell with them ? And ſhall we lie 
down and ſleep, and tamely ſuffer them 
to carry all before them? Are we not 
confounded with Shame ro think, that 
they ſhould be more bold ard induſtrious, 
in diſhonouring God, and propagating 
Sin, and Death, and Miſery, than we 
can find in our hearts to be, in promot- 
ing the Glory of GoJ, the intereſt of 
Piety, and the everlaſting Happineſs of 
Men ? Is the Devil a better Maſter than 
Goa, or corruptinz with fin a better 
Cauſe than reſtraining Men from it? 
Do we ſee Men reſolutely defying the | 
Power and Wrath of God, and boldly 
proceeding 1n their -ungodly Artempts 
againſt 


_ beneficial undertakings, for fear of wen 
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againſt the amazing Terrors of Death 
and Hell ? And are we euro gen Eg 
the moſt neceſlary, aad honourable, add 


that ſball die, or any light offliGions for amo» 


' ment ? Is it thus we loveGod and Good- 


neſs? Ts it thus weanſwer the ing 
ments of our Profeſſion, and the Vows 
we have made to our Lord and Redeemer? 
Is this our fighting manfully again#t Sin, the 
World and the Devil? Blefſed beGod that 
there are any ſparks of this Zeal, Thave 
been recommending to you, reviving a- 
mongſt us. Who can. tell how great 4 
matter this little Fire may kindle > May the 
Bleſſed Spirit 'of God, who appeared a 
Fire hbpon the £4poſtles, kingle it more 
and more 1n all our. Hearts; that it may 
at length conſume all thofe Teares the Ex- 
emy hath ſown amongſt us, and we may 
henceforward bring forth ſuch Fruits 
unto perfeQion ,, which are wor- 


, thy of all the care aud husbandry God 


hath beſtowed upon us. Thea we 
might comfortably hope, that' God 
would be merciful unto us and bleſs us, and 
lift up the light of his Countenance upon 7 
an 
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1nd wake wi 2 praiſe 71 the earth, that he 
would be « Wall of Fire, round «bout 1s, 
atrinyincible Defence againſt all our Ene- 
tnies, and the Glory in the midi? of us, 


-and that we ſhould once more ſee Fe- 


ruſalem in proſperity, and Peace upon I/- 
rae/. Amen. 
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